
 

Marcos paid a visit to Y1 to share his 
knowledge of archaeology. By exploring his box 
of treasures, using their ‘feeling’ sense, the 
children made guesses about different arte-
facts that were inside. They asked many curi-
ous questions and made a lot of excellent ob-
servations. 
The outdoor classroom was also regularly used 
by Year 1 as they went to explore the habitat of the dragon from 
‘The Paper Bag Princess’. The dragon had left quite a mess, with litter 
everywhere, so the children collected and analysed the rubbish they 
found, and sorted it in their own ways. They were also lucky enough to 
spot newts and frogs!  

Y1 A feeling for the past 

‘Curioser and Curioser’ Cried Alice (she was so much 

surprised, that for the moment she quite forgot how to speak good English).  
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Our science week, which we also named Curiosity 
week, really helped us to focus on our school value 
of Curiosity. One of our school definitions for cu-
riosity is ‘wanting to know what you don’t know’, 
and the children and staff had an amazing time 
finding out and discovering lots of new things. 
 

Professor Marcos Martinon-Torres, who works at 
the University of Cambridge, spoke to the children 
about his exciting life as 
an archaeologist and scien-
tist. He showed us pictures 
of just some of the won-
derful things that he had 
discovered on archaeologi-
cal digs, as well as some 
very famous archaeological 
finds such as the terracotta army in China. 
 



In Year 3, children were presented with some ordinary-looking rocks. 
They passed them around, and thought of ways they might describe 
them; "pitted," "plain," "solid", "dull."  They 
then  took the 'ordinary rocks' outside and 
cracked them open, and there were audible 
gasps as the children saw the inside!  
"They look like they're full of jewels!"  
The geodes really showed the children how 
important it is not to judge by appearances. 
Later on, at breaktime, the children could be 
seen trying to crack open a wide variety of 
rocks and pebbles as they were curious about how they looked on the 
inside too! 
 
Y3 have also had some special visitors. They were treated to an excit-
ing talk from a real-life scientist about her work with avalanches. The 
children were able to ask lots of questions and found out more about the 
different types of avalanche, their causes and the impacts avalanches 
can have. Y3’s second set of visitors gave each child the opportunity to 
drive a car! They took over controls and had a special track to keep 
their car on - it really showed children the impact of force, as you had to 
press the controls lightly and steadily to keep the car on track!  
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Y3 Rock and Roll 

Year 2 were also lucky enough to have Melanie come and visit and 
bring her blue light so that they could see how germy their hands 
were!  
 
The children wore lab coats and goggles and 
asked many intriguing questions about where 
germs live, and how long for.  
 
They also discovered that our hands can be par-
ticularly germy after just a fake cough or 
sneeze – so imagine how germy they are after a 
real one!  

Year 2 were incredibly curious about germs and how they are 
spread. They conducted a number of experiments to explore this 
further. They carefully measured how far a fake 
sneeze would travel, and thought carefully about 
the best way to catch a sneeze (apparently elbows 
are highly recommended!) 
Some children participated in a glitter experiment 
where a row of children covered their hands in 
glitter and then shook hands with the row behind, 
who then shook hands with the row behind them, 
spreading the glittery germs. The children had lots 
of questions about how quickly the glitter spread across their 
hands, and how far it spread across the room without them moving! 

Y2 Coughs and sneezes spread diseases 

‘Coughs and 
sneezes spread 

diseases’ 

‘Rock and Roll’ 

‘Now, wash 
your hands!’ 



Year 4 were extremely curious when their special visitor ap-
peared to be able to do real magic! Marcos could turn copper 
coins into gold and silver! While it seemed like a magic trick, 
children's questions were answered when he explained the sci-
ence behind it. He had used zinc to turn the coins silver and 
heat to change the coins' colouring to gold- thus creating 
'Fool's Gold'.  
 
Year 4 then conducted their own curious investigations. 4M 
learnt about how scientists use 'reagent' to tell how polluted 
water is. They were very shocked to compare the difference between water from a park 
with roadside ditch water! They learnt about how damaging the emissions from cars can 
be and this led children to really consider our responsibilities around protecting the envi-
ronment. Children then designed their own eco-friendly car! 
 
Meanwhile, 4R's investigation led to them making their own lava lamps through their ex-
ploration of what happens when oil and water mix! They added vegetable oil to a coloured 
water solution and were mesmerised by the way the two liquids travelled in the bottles, 
just like real lava! 

Year 5 were lucky enough to pick the brains of our very own Dr Roberts.  
 
Dr Roberts used to work in pharmaceuticals and the children were very 
interested to find out how medicines make it from a concept to our 
pharmacies. Did you know that a drug conceived in 2009 (around the 
same time our Year 5s were born) won’t even be out of the testing phase 
yet?  
 
The children had a lot of questions and were very intrigued to find out 
more about medicines.  

Issue 3 

Y4 Money Magic 

Y5  Marvellous Medicines 
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‘Medicines of 
the future’ 

Golden tricks!  

EYFS  Funny Bones 

The children in Reception (EYFS) have been extremely curious learning all about skeletons 
and how our bones fit together. They had a special visitor in to ex-
plain all about the human skeleton and its functions, and then they 
had the chance to put together an enormous cardboard skeleton 
that filled one of the classrooms!  
 
Reception were also lucky enough to have talks from a dentist and 
learned how to keep their teeth clean.  



Science is curiosity. We all have a natural curiosi-
ty. Science is a process of investigating. It’s posing 
questions and coming up with a method. It’s 
delving in.’  S. Ride 

 

‘The important thing is not to stop questioning. 
Curiosity has its own reason for existing ’ A. Einstein 

 

‘Curiosity is the essence of human existence. I 
don’t know what’s over there, around the corner, 
but I want to find out.’ G. Cernan 

Some thoughts about Curiosity 

What’s the difference 

between a human and 

a banana? 

Look out for our next 

Values Newsletter 

In Year 6, children have been learning all about DNA! Did you 
know that humans share 50% of their DNA with bananas?  
 
Children learnt about how DNA shapes 
our physical characteristics; they then 
took part in their own experiment to ex-
tract DNA from a strawberry!   
Year 6 loved squashing up the strawber-
ries with some water, soap and salt, be-
fore filtering the liquid.  
 
They then continued by adding some alco-
hol to cause the DNA to precipitate out 
of the fruity solution. Using a small stick 
the children could then isolate the 
strands and place them in a tiny lidded 
test tube. 

Y6  DNA Discoveries 

‘Looks can be 

deceptive’ 


