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Curriculum Framework for Y2 

 

‘Curiosity is wanting to know what you don’t 

know.’ 

 

  



2 
 

‘The Values that we cherish are not inevitable. They are fragile and need constant renewal’ 

Barack Obama Former President of the USA 

 

At Milton Road Primary School, children in our Reception classes (Early Years) follow the Early 

Years Foundation Stage Curriculum   

In Years One to six, the children follow the national curriculum for England and Wales. By 

providing a broad and balanced curriculum, we seek to provide learning opportunities which: 

 Promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of all children at 

the school. 

 Prepares children for the opportunities and responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

As a school, we are very aware of the many demands that children currently face, and those 

which they will encounter, as they seek to make a positive contribution to society both now and 

in the future. As such, our school curriculum is underpinned by a focus on six key values: 

Respect; Responsibility; Kindness; Creativity; Curiosity; Confidence 

Through an exciting and engaging school curriculum, as well as through explicit teaching related 

to these values, we aim to support all our children in making a positive contribution to the 

school community as well as preparing them for 21st century society. 
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The following provides a summary of how the programmes of study for each curriculum area are 

broken down and assigned. 

English

 

Attainment Targets and Programmes of Study for:  
 Year One  
 Year Two,  
 “Lower Key Stage Two” (by the end of Year Four)  
 “Upper Key Stage Two” (by the end of Year Six)  
 Programmes of Study for each Year Group for Vocabulary, 

Grammar and Punctuation 

Maths 

 
 

Attainment Targets and Programmes of Study for each Year group from 
Years One to Six. 

Science 

 
 

Attainment Targets and Programmes of Study for each Year group from 
Years One to Six. 

All other National 
Curriculum Subjects 

 
 

Attainment Targets and Subject Content for Key Stage One (Years One 
to Two) and Key Stage 2 (Years Three to Six). 

R.E 

 
 

We follow the Cambridgeshire Agreed syllabus for Religious Education 
(R.E) 

P.S.H.E 

 
 

We follow the Cambridgeshire PSHE Scheme of work: Personal 
Development Programme 
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How the curriculum is organised 

Whatever is being taught, there are certain aspects that are consistent with regard to how the 

curriculum is organised and delivered. 

A topic-based approach 

We seek to teach most subjects through a topic-based approach; this provides a meaningful context 

for the children’s learning. Where appropriate, we seek to make links between the subjects. 

English and Maths are taught each day and, wherever possible, are linked to the topic. Some lessons 

may be taught discretely is they do not fit in with the learning focus of the topic. 

To support effective teaching and learning, as a school, we may focus on a particular curriculum area 

for a few days. For example, rather than having one art lesson at a particular time every week, the 

children may have an extended period of time focusing on art to allow them to really become 

immersed in the subject and the learning. 

Some curriculum areas may not be taught every half-term (for example, to support effective delivery, 

History may be taught one half-term and Geography the following half-term). 

A question of learning 

Each topic or area for learning is introduced through a topic question; this helps to stimulate 

children’s interest. At the start of each topic, the children consider what they already know and, 

importantly, what they would like to find out. Where possible, teachers seek to address this in the 

learning opportunities that they provide for the children.  

The children’s learning is also supported through, ‘Wow’ moments which may be used to introduce 

the topic or to reinforce some of the learning already considered as part of the topic. This may 

involve children going on a class trip or it may be an event organised in school. 
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Y2 Curriculum Map 

Subject Autumn 1 (7w) Autumn 2 (7w2d) Spring 1 (5w2d) Spring 2 (6w) Summer 1 (6w) Summer 2 (7w2d) 

TOPICS Great Fire of 
London  

Heroes & 
Villains 

Toys The Tempest Australia The Natural 

World  

Maths (units) Number and place value Addition and subtraction  Measurement and time Geometry – properties of shape Data handling Measurement  Multiplication and 
division Fractions 

English - Text Recounts (1 week) 

Holiday writing 

 

Narrative (2-3 weeks)  

Paper Bag Princess & 

Pea and the Princess? 

Outcome: To write a 

traditional tale with a 

twist (character 

description and retell in 

unit) 

 

Non-fiction (3-4 

weeks) 

Information Texts 

related to The Great 

Fire 

Diary entries 

Non-chron 

 

 

 

Narrative (4 weeks) 

Different Stories Same 

author (Mini Grey) 

Traction Man, Egg 

Drop, Biscuit Bear, 

The Adventures of the 

Dish and the Spoon  

Outcome: To write a 

story in the style of 

Mini Grey – object 

coming to life 

  

Non fiction (2 weeks) 

Non-chron about Edith 

Cavell 

 

Poetry (1 week) 
Personification of 

Winter 
Outcome: To write a 

poem 

NF (2 weeks) 

Instructions on how to 

make a Traction Man 

puppet/Games 

intrcutions  

 

Narrative (3 weeks)  

Dogger 

Outcome: 

Variation of Dogger 

story 

Narrative (4 weeks) 

The Tempest 

Outcomes: Letter 

writing… 

Poem recital 

 

Non-Fiction (2 weeks) 

 

 

 

 

 

SAT’s Writing 

 

Narrative (4 weeks) 

extended stories 

significant authors 

The Twits 
 
 

Poetry (2 weeks) 

 

 

Poetry (2 weeks) 

Really looking  

Minibeasts 

 

Non chronological 

reports (2 weeks) 

Minibeast leaflet 

 

 

Narrative - Adventure 
– Topic link, book to 
be decided (2 weeks) 

 

Extra writing 
opportunities  

Newspaper reports 

Diary entries 

  Scripts 

Poems 

Letters 

SATs  

Science 
 

Living things and 

habitats 

Everyday 

materials 

Everyday materials 

(Topic link) 

Animals including 

humans 

Living things and 

habitats 

Animals including 

humans 
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Explore and 

compare differences 

between things that 

are living, dead and 

things that have 

never been alive. 

Describe how 

animals obtain their 

food from plants and 

other animals, using 

the idea of a simple 

food chain… 

(Topic link) 

How shapes of solid 

objects change 

 

(revisit and review 

previous if needed) 

Suitability of 

materials for a job  

 

Plants 

Observe and 

describe how seeds 

and bulbs grow 

Find out and 

describe plants 

needs 

 

(Topic link) 

Human importance 

of healthy eating, 

exercise and 

hygiene 

 

(revisit and review 

previous previous if 

needed) 

(Topic link) 

Identify and name a 

variety of plants and 

animals in their 

habitats to which 

they are suited… 

(revisit and review 

previous previous if 

needed) 

(Topic link) 

Offspring that grow 

into adults 

Basic needs of 

animals 

 

Living things and 

their habitats 

(Topic link) 

Identify and name a 

variety of plants and 

animals I their 

habitats 

 

 

Computing 
 

We are researchers 

Researching a topic 

 

We are Games 

testers 

Exploring how 

computer games 

work  

 

We are astronauts  

Programming on 

screen 

We are detectives 

Collecting clues 

We are 

photographers 

Taking better photos 

Some time at 

computers revising 

scratch  

We are zoologists  

Collecting data 

about bugs 

Some time at 

computers revising 

scratch 

History  Great Fire of 

London 

(6 weeks) 

Comparison of 

Florence 

Nightingale/Mary 

Seacole and Edith 

Cavell (everyday 

heroes) 

(3 weeks) 

 

Changes within 

living memory and 

aspects of change in 

national life 

Geog Focus Geog Focus Charles Darwin – 
famous local person 
(3 weeks) 

Geography History focus 

 

Countries and 

capitals of the UK 

 (1 week) 

Aerial photographs 

– recognise 

landmarks; basic 

human and physical 

features; key 

Hist Focus  Daily weather 

patterns of the UK. 

Hot and cold areas 

of the world in 

relation to the 

Geographical 

similarities and 

differences between 

Cambridge and 

Melbourne (Aus) 

Physical and Human 
features – maps of 
local area; keys… 

 

Basic physical and 
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 Use simple 

compass directions 

Locational and 

directional language 

(4 weeks) 

Equator and Poles. (Human and 

Physical) 

 

5 Oceans and 7 

Contintents 

 

Hot and cold areas 

of the world 

 

human features & 

vocab. 

 
(4 weeks) 

RE  
 

      

D&T Tudor House 

(5 weeks) 

Make a Traction 

Man puppet 

  Cooking – Aussie 
food 

3d minibeast- 
papier mache  

Art 
 

Colour mixing and 

Kandinsky 

Paint, Pastels and   

Chalk 

 

Firework/bonfire 

pictures 

Fire of London 

pictures 

   Minibeast  

Sketching and clay 

models. 

Music  
 

Charanga scheme  

PE 
 

Indoor - Dance - 
Great Fire of 
London Unit  
 
Outdoor- 
Fundamentals of 
Movement Unit 1 

 

Indoor - Dance - 
linked to Christmas 
production 
 
Outdoor -
Fundamentals of 
Movement Unit 1 
continued 

 

Indoor - Gym -
  Points of contact 
 
Outdoor - 
Fundamentals of 
Movement Unit 2 

 

Indoor - Gym - Ball, 
Tall and Wall 
      
Outdoor - OAA - 
Trails, Trust and 
Teamwork 

 

Indoor - Dance - 
Magical friendships  
 
Outdoor -
Fundamentals of 
movement Unit 2 
continued (linked to 
Sports Day 
activities) 

 

Indoor - Gym: 
Rocking and Rolling 
 
Outdoor - Athletics - 
Sports Day 
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PSHE&C and 
SRE 
 
 

SEAL 1 New 

Beginnings 

PSHE Units 

Citizenship 1 

Rules and Rights 

1E 3E 5E 

Understand and 

Practicing 

Democracy 

1F 3F 5F 

SEAL 6 

Relationships 

Short Unit 

SEAL3 

Say no to Bullying 

NB –Anti bullying 

week 

 

Growing and 

Changing 

Keeping Safe 

Dealing with bullying 

2I, 4I, 6I 

Helping and getting 

help 

2J, 4J, 6J 

PSHE Units 

Growing and 

Changing2 

Healthy Lifestyles 

1L, 3L, 5L 

+ QCA Units KS1 KS2 

 

 

Changing Emotions 

and responsibilities 

1K, 3K, 5K 

PSHE Units 

Healthier and safer 

lifestyles 

World of drugs 1 

Drugs and their 

uses 

2D, 4D, 6D 

 

World of Drugs 2 

Keeping Healthy 

2E, 4E, 6E 

Identifying and 

reducing risk 

2F, 4F, 6F 

SEAL 5 

Good to be me 

 

 

PSHE Units 

 

My emotions 

Emotional Wellbeing 

2A, 4A, 6A 

PSHE units 

Citizenship 2 

Me in my community 

1G, 3G, 5G 

 

Similarities and 

Differences 

1H, 3H, 5H 

 

Experiences 
 

Fire brigade – 

school visit/station 

visit 

Samuel Pepys 

library in 

Magdalene college 
 

  Local walk or visit 
for Geogrqphy 
comparison 
 

Pond dipping 
(MR) 
 
Minibeast hunts 
(MR) 
 
Botanical Gardens? 

Life Skills 
Syllabus  
 

Independence  Responsibility for 
our environment , 
democracy – rules  

Working together  Respect and 
responsibility 

Celebrating our 
achievements  

Caring for our 
environment 

Roleplay 
suggestions 

Fire station – write 
reports, modern day 
diary entries, 
numbers of call 
outs, advice 
leaflets… 

Superhero HQ – 
refresh every few 
weeks with new 
stimuli/writing opps 
– e.g. Superhero FB 
page, Superhero 
newspaper 
reports… 

 
 

Globe Theatre – 
write and perform 
short plays, poetry… 

Travel agents to 
destination 
Research & plan 
holidays, budgets & 
travel costs, 
advertisements…  

Nature reserve? 
  

 


