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Curriculum Framework for Y2 

 

‘Curiosity is wanting to know what you don’t 

know.’ 
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‘The Values that we cherish are not inevitable. They are fragile and need constant renewal’ 

Barack Obama Former President of the USA 

 

At Milton Road Primary School, children in our Reception classes (Early Years) follow the Early 

Years Foundation Stage Curriculum   

In Years One to six, the children follow the national curriculum for England and Wales. By 

providing a broad and balanced curriculum, we seek to provide learning opportunities which: 

 Promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of all children at 

the school. 

 Prepares children for the opportunities and responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

As a school, we are very aware of the many demands that children currently face, and those 

which they will encounter, as they seek to make a positive contribution to society both now and 

in the future. As such, our school curriculum is underpinned by a focus on six key values: 

Respect; Responsibility; Kindness; Creativity; Curiosity; Confidence 

Through an exciting and engaging school curriculum, as well as through explicit teaching related 

to these values, we aim to support all our children in making a positive contribution to the 

school community as well as preparing them for 21st century society. 
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The following provides a summary of how the programmes of study for each curriculum area are 

broken down and assigned. 

English

 

Attainment Targets and Programmes of Study for:  
 Year One  
 Year Two,  
 “Lower Key Stage Two” (by the end of Year Four)  
 “Upper Key Stage Two” (by the end of Year Six)  
 Programmes of Study for each Year Group for Vocabulary, 

Grammar and Punctuation 

Maths 

 
 

Attainment Targets and Programmes of Study for each Year group from 
Years One to Six. 

Science 

 
 

Attainment Targets and Programmes of Study for each Year group from 
Years One to Six. 

All other National 
Curriculum Subjects 

 
 

Attainment Targets and Subject Content for Key Stage One (Years One 
to Two) and Key Stage 2 (Years Three to Six). 

R.E 

 
 

We follow the Cambridgeshire Agreed syllabus for Religious Education 
(R.E) 

P.S.H.E 

 
 

We follow the Cambridgeshire PSHE Scheme of work: Personal 
Development Programme 
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How the curriculum is organised 

Whatever is being taught, there are certain aspects that are consistent with regard to how the 

curriculum is organised and delivered. 

A topic-based approach 

We seek to teach most subjects through a topic-based approach; this provides a meaningful context 

for the children’s learning. Where appropriate, we seek to make links between the subjects. 

English and Maths are taught each day and, wherever possible, are linked to the topic. Some lessons 

may be taught discretely is they do not fit in with the learning focus of the topic. 

To support effective teaching and learning, as a school, we may focus on a particular curriculum area 

for a few days. For example, rather than having one art lesson at a particular time every week, the 

children may have an extended period of time focusing on art to allow them to really become 

immersed in the subject and the learning. 

Some curriculum areas may not be taught every half-term (for example, to support effective delivery, 

History may be taught one half-term and Geography the following half-term). 

A question of learning 

Each topic or area for learning is introduced through a topic question; this helps to stimulate 

children’s interest. At the start of each topic, the children consider what they already know and, 

importantly, what they would like to find out. Where possible, teachers seek to address this in the 

learning opportunities that they provide for the children.  

The children’s learning is also supported through, ‘Wow’ moments which may be used to introduce 

the topic or to reinforce some of the learning already considered as part of the topic. This may 

involve children going on a class trip or it may be an event organised in school. 
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Y2 Curriculum Map 

Subject Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

TOPICS Toys 
How much is that doggy toy in the 

window? 

Great Fire of 
London 

How does a 
whole city catch 

fire? 

The Twits 
What’s it like to 
have fish tails in 

your beard? 

Australia 
Is everything 

upside down in 
Australia? 

The Great 

Outdoors 

How mini is a 

minibeast? 

Maths (units) Number and place value Addition and subtraction  Measurement and time Geometry – properties of shape Data handling Measurement  Multiplication and 
division Fractions 

English - Text Recounts 

Holiday writing 

 

Narrative  

Dogger 

 

Non-Fiction 

 Instructions on how 

to make a Traction 

Man puppet/Games 

instructions  

Narrative  

Different Stories 

Same author (Mini 

Grey) 

 

Poetry  

Personification of 
Winter 

Outcome: To write a 

poem  

 

Performance 

Nativity 

Narrative 

Toby and the Great 

Fire of London 

 

Non-fiction  

Information Texts 

related to The Great 

Fire 

Diary entries 

 

 

 

Narrative - 

extended stories 

significant authors 

The Twits 
 

Non-Fiction 

Hygiene posters 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrative 

Dreaming stories 
 

Non-fiction 

Australian Animals 
non-chronological 

reports 
 
 

 

 

Poetry  

Really looking  

Minibeasts 

 

Non chronological 

reports Minibeast 

leaflet 

 

 

Narrative 

 Adventures  
 

Science 
 

Everyday materials 

How shapes of solid objects change 

 

Everyday materials 

Suitability of materials for a job  

 

Materials of toys, good and bad materials 

for toys. Materials available at different 

times in history. 

 

 Animals including 

humans 

Needs of humans 

for survival.  

Importance of 

exercise, eating the 

right amounts of 

different types of 

food, and hygiene.  

 

Plants 

Observe and 

describe how seeds 

and bulbs grow 

Find out and 

describe plants 

needs 

 

Plant seeds 

Plants 

Observe and 

describe how seeds 

and bulbs grow 

Find out and 

describe plants 

needs 

 

Living Things and 

Habitats 
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 Describe how 

animals obtain their 

food from plants and 

other animals, using 

the idea of a simple 

food chain… 

 

Identify and name a 

variety of plants and 

animals in their 

habitats to which 

they are suited… 

 

Explore and compare 

differences between 

things that are living, 

dead and things that 

have never been 

alive. 

 

Identify and name a 

variety of plants and 

animals in their 

habitats 

 

Animals including 

humans 

Offspring that grow 

into adults 

Basic needs of 

animals 

 

Computing 
 

Logging on, 

Typing skills… 

We are astronauts  

Programming on 

screen  

We are researchers 

Researching a topic 

 

We are detectives 

Collecting clues 

We are 

photographers 

Taking better photos 

We are zoologists  

Collecting data about 

bugs 
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We are Games 

testers 

 

Use logical 

reasoning to predict 

the behaviour of 

simple programs 

 

Create and debug 

simple programs. 

 

Understand what 

algorithms are, how 

they are 

implemented as 

programs on digital 

devices, and that 

programs execute 

by following precise 

and unambiguous 

instructions. 

 

Recognise common 

uses of information 

technology beyond 

school. 

Use technology 

purposefully to 

create, organise, 

store, manipulate, 

and retrieve digital 

content 

 

Some time at 

computers revising 

scratch  

Some time at 

computers revising 

scratch 

History  Changes within living memory and aspects 

of change in national life 

 

 

 

Events beyond living 

memory that are 

significant nationally 

or globally (Great 

Fire of London) 

 

  

  Significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 
locality.  
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Geography   Locational 

knowledge 

Name, locate and 

identify 

characteristics of the 

four countries and 

capital cities of the 

UK and its 

surrounding seas. 

 

 

. Hot and cold areas 

of the world in 

relation to the 

Equator and Poles  

 

Use aerial 

photographs and 

plan perspectives to 

recognise 

landmarks and basic 

human and physical 

features. 

Devise a simple 

map and use and 

construct basic 

symbols in a key.  

 

Physical and Human 
features – maps of 
local area; keys… 

Geographical skills 
and fieldwork 
Use simple fieldwork 
and use geographical 
skills to study the 
geography of the 
school and its 
grounds and the key 
features of its 
surrounding 
environment. 

 

D&T Evaluate 

Explore and evaluate a range of existing 

products.  

 

Design 

Design purposeful, functional, appealing 

products for themselves and other users 

based on design criteria. 

 

Design 

Generate, develop, model and 

communicate their ideas through talking, 

drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where 

appropriate, information and 

communication technology.  

 

 Cooking and 

Nutrition 

Use the basic 

healthy and varied 

diet to prepare 

dishes. 

 

Understand where 

food comes from. 

 Design 

Design purposeful, 

functional, appealing 

products for 

themselves and other 

users based on 

design criteria. 

 
Design 

Generate, develop, 

model and 

communicate their 

ideas through talking, 

drawing, templates, 

mock-ups and, where 

appropriate, 
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Make 

Select from and use a range of tools and 

equipment to perform practical tasks [for 

example cutting, shaping, joining and 

finishing]. 

 

Evaluate 

Evaluate their ideas and products against 

design criteria.  

 

 

information and 

communication 

technology.  

 

Make 

Select from and use 

a range of tools and 

equipment to perform 

practical tasks [for 

example cutting, 

shaping, joining and 

finishing]. 

 

Evaluate 

Evaluate their ideas 

and products against 

design criteria.  

Art 
 

Use a range of materials creatively to 

design and make products. 

To develop a wide 

range of art and 

design techniques in 

using colour, 

pattern, texture, line, 

shape, form and 

space.  

 

 

Learn about the 

work of a range of 

artists, craft makers 

and designers, 

describing the 

differences and 

similarities between 

different practices 

and disciplines, and 

making links to their 

own work.  

  

 Use drawing, painting 

and sculpture to 

develop and share 

their ideas, 

experiences and 

imagination. 

Music  
 

Listen with concentration and understanding to a range f high-quality live and recorded music. 
 
Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 
 
Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 
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Experiment with, create, select, and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.  
 
Charanga scheme and nativity 
 

PE 
 

Outdoor- 
Fundamentals of 
Movement  
Indoor - Gym -
  Points of contact 

 

Indoor - Dance - 
linked to Christmas 
production 
 
Outdoor -
Fundamentals of 
Movement  

 

Indoor - Dance - 
Great Fire of 
London Unit  
 
Perform dances 
using simple 
movement patterns.  
 
 
 
Outdoor - 
Fundamentals of 
Movement  

 

Indoor - Gym - Ball, 
Tall and Wall 
      
Outdoor -
Fundamentals of 
movement 
 
Participate in team 
games developing 
simple tactics for 
attacking and 
defending.  
 
 

Indoor - Dance - 
Magical friendships  
 
Outdoor -
Fundamentals of 
movement  

Indoor - Gym: 
Rocking and Rolling 
 
Outdoor - Athletics - 
Sports Day 

 

 


